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BAMBOO which grows in abun
dance in Malaysia could very
well reduce the dependency on

timber
Most people use it for handicraft

but many people do not realise that
it s a strong wood that can be used for
construction said Forest Research
Institute Malaysia FRIM director
general Datuk Dr Abd LatifMohmod
Speaking to reporters after flagging

off 370 cyclists in its Green Cycle II on
last Sunday he said FRIM had been
conducting research on the use of
bamboo for more than 10 years and

»We will be

launching a
house made

entirely from
bamboo by next
year«

DATUK DR ABD LATIF MOHMOD

would start pushing its usage within
the next six months
He said the bamboo had a hollow

stem and using the latest techonology
the bamboo can be crushed and densi
fied
Because it regenerates quicker than

timber trees Dr Abd Latif said bamboo
was more environment friendly and
compared with timber it was more
fire resistant and not easily attacked
by termites

We will be launching a house made
entirely from bamboo by next year
and people would be surprised to see
it because it doesn t look like it s made
from bamboo Increasing the usage of
bamboo would help to reduce the
import of timber he said
The bamboo research involved a
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joint venture between FRIM and a
company based in China

Besides bamboo Dr Abd Latif said
FRIM had also been concentrating its
research and development on turning
empty food bunches EFB into paper

As a major palm oil producer
Malaysia produces about five million
tonnes of EFB a year and they are
mostly gone to waste

By using EFB we won t have to cut
down somany trees to produce paper
he said
Although the inital cost could be

expensive he believed that the cost
would be reduced with more research

done on the methods
Dr Abdul Latif also presented prizes

to the winners of the Green Cycle II
The event was organised in con

junction with the World Environment
Day and also to celebrate FRIM s 25th
anniversary

The trail offers participants some
thing different from cycling on roads

They can feel the fresh air and
enjoy the greenery

We want to raise awareness about
our forests and the importance of pre
serving it he said

Headline Pushing for higher bamboo usage
Date 12 Jun 2010 Language English
MediaTitle The Star Page No M13
Section Metro Article Size 491 cm

2

Journalist N/A Color Full Color
Frequency Daily ADValue 18,374
Circ / Read 304,904 / 1,026,812 PRValue 55,123


